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+ The Holy Cross Herald  +  August 2019 + 
"By the power of the holy cross….”  

 

                     ADOPT-A-       
              STUDENT    

                   PROGRAM     
                      UNDERWAY 

                                                           by Anne Bardol 

Each year Holy Cross participates in the 
North East Council of Churches’ pro-
gram to help needy children in the NE 
School District.  We began with 3 stu-
dents; last year we helped 34.  Every year 
we challenge ourselves to do more than 
the last.  Needed are backpacks, clothes, 
shoes, socks, underwear. (School supplies 
can be directed to the local Edward Jones 
office.)  Information about each child’s 
sizes and needs is provided on descrip-
tions now available.  The deadline for 
turning in filled backpacks is August 11.   

 

There are many ways to help: you can 
pick up the ‘specs’ of a child or two and 
shop for them; if you can’t (or shouldn’t) 
shop, donate cash instead: we have volun-
teers who will shop for you.  If you pick 
more than one child, please remember 
that they might be from the same family.  

 

See me if you wish to participate in this 
project and help children you don’t know 
begin the school year with neat stuff.  If 
you know anyone outside HC who would 
like to join us, enlist them too.  ‘Be the 
change you want to see in the world’, is 
the saying; and I believe  it starts  
right here.                           + 

 

August  
        Calendar   
 

  4 – Eighth Sunday 
         after Pentecost  
  5 – AA open meeting                       8 pm 
  6 – Feast of the Transfiguration  
  9 – Supper /study/service             6 pm  
11 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
12 – AA open meeting                       8 pm 
16 – Supper /study/service             6 pm 
17 – Crafting group                          10 am 
18 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost    
          Parish Brunch                     11:30 am 
19 – AA open meeting                       8 pm 
23 – Supper /study/service             6 pm 
25 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
26 – AA open meeting                       8 pm 
30 – Supper /study/service             6 pm 

 

   August Birthdays 
 1 – Martha Weed  
 2 – Carol Carlson 
 4 – Tiffany Keith 
27 – Margaret Johnson 
29 – Barry Scott 
 

 

From Anne and Carol: 
Many thanks for the wonderful birthday party 
on the 28th.  It was beyond our wildest 
dreams, with all the food, fun, and fellowship. 
You all make special days so much more spe-
cial, and gladden our hearts all year long. 



 2 

 

Warden’s Words 
 

The “Holy Handful” is a moniker given 
to us by the late Charlie Taccone.  We 
never ceased to amaze him, and many 
others, with what we were/are able to do.  
Projects like repairing the north wall of 
Baker Creek to prevent a sink hole in the 
backyard – Charlie would ask “where are 
you going to get the money”?  We told 
him to simply believe as we have come to 
believe – God will provide what we need, 
whatever that may be, when we need it.  
It took a little convincing but he finally 
got the message, understood and never 
looked back.  Charlie would be pleased to 
see that the Holy Handful is growing, per-
haps not by leaps and bounds, but steadi-
ly – and that that growth now includes 
young adults and children.  Our reputa-
tion for welcome, hospitality and reach-
ing out to help were as much a part of 
Charlie as everyone else at Holy Cross.  I 
believe Charlie is watching over and con-
tinuing to believe in the “Holy Handful”.  
Thanks, Charlie!                              + 

 

                           Notes from   

                        the Treasurer 
 

                      It’s been some time since    
                             I’ve written, so it’s time 
to look at Holy Cross’s financial picture, 
see what’s going on and what’s waiting 
around the corner. Our Edward Jones ac-
count and a large portion of the savings 
account ($30,854) have been transferred 
to the co-mingled trust of the Diocese of 
NWPA and managed by PNC Bank.  The 

rates of return are comparable, but the 
fees charged are considerably less.  The 
funds will earn what they can until we 
have to withdraw them to pay for paving 
the final section of the parking lot, sched-
uled to begin in mid-August.  Likewise, a 
chair lift will be installed as soon as we lo-
cate an appropriate one, and that too will 
be funded from these monies.  Project 
costs are estimated at $15 - $20K.  YOU, 

by your generosity and dedication to your 
pledges, make this possible and I’m grate-
ful for your commitment to Holy Cross 
and her future. 
 

All the bills are paid and we do have a lit-
tle money left in the bank.  But, hey, we 
are Holy Cross, and that’s how we do 
things around here.  As summer begins 
to turn toward fall, maybe, here’s how July 
ended and August begins: 

 Beg. bal.      $      453 
 Incoming         34,765 
 Outgoing         35,202 
 End. bal.                16 
May the remainder of your summer be 
filled with fun, sunshine and joy. 
      Anne Bardol    +
    

       Good news from aa 

‘Our’ Alcoholics Anonymous group has 
requested the use of HC for its district’s 
monthly meetings, on a Thursday, in 
addition to its regular Monday night Big 
Book Study. HC is more than happy to 
oblige!   And a newly-forming Narcotics 
Anonymous group might also want to 
meet here – more good news.             + 
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For the July Cherry Festival we braved the 
heat, noise and carbon monoxide of the 
parade (shorter, but hotter, this year than 
usual), set up Chris and Becky Babo’s 
tent (bigger and higher than ours), and 
gave away ice water and ice cream.  Rich 
and MaryAnn Robinson got us the ice 
cream cups (with wooden spoons!) from 
Paul Nelson at Waldameer Park, and 
Becky and Ellie Babo headed the ‘sales’ 
force, hauling people in by the hundred 
to get the ice cream, and the Babo-de-
signed fans with a picture of HC on one 
side and our schedule and mission state-
ment on the other.  One person was so 
impressed by our welcome that she post-
ed a message on the Facebook page say-
ing that she’d almost given up the search 
for a genuinely ‘Christian’ faith commu-
nity, but thought that she’d have to try 
us.  We’re expecting her and her family 
any day now…..   Many thanks to Chris, 
Becky, Ellie, Bethia Nier, Anne Bardol, 
the Robinsons, Nick and Tiffany Keith, 
Debby Seifert and Scott Neff, for all the 
work and good cheer that made this ef-
fort such a success!                              + 

 
 

A Grape Day in the Kingdom –  

                                                          by Debby Seifert 

– is coming on fast – it’s almost grape-pie 
time again.  I wanted to give people time 
this month, as you shop for groceries to 
plan to purchase some of the needed sup-
plies: Gold Medal flour, butter-flavored 
Crisco, salt, margarine, Domino sugar, 

Splenda and corn starch. A sign- up sheet 
on the parish hall table lists how much of 
each we need.  Please sign the sheet so we 
can keep track of how much we have and 
will need. If you would rather donate mo-
ney than buy supplies, that would also be 
appreciated.  If you have any questions 
please contact Kelly McDonald  (kelly. 
mcdonald@gmail.com) or me, Debby Sei-
fert (dseifert66@yahoo.com).  More de-
tailed information will follow in Septem-
ber’s newsletter.                      + 
 

Witches and Wizards and Magic,                

                        Oh My!  

September brings a new study opportuni-
ty, ‘The Gospel According to Harry Pot-
ter’, a look at how the popular books are 
rooted in and ‘preach’ the Christian mes-
sage.  Don’t let its witches, wizards and 
magic obscure one of the church’s great 
resources for introducing people to the 
truths of our faith. We plan to meet once 
or twice a month, to suit the schedules of 
the people most likely to want to be there 
– and we can confidently predict that a 
good time will be had by all. See Chris 
Babo or Carol to express interest.   
 

Related quiz question:  What precious lit-
tle Muggle’s nursery is entirely decorated 
with Harry-Potter-themed materials be-
cause her parents are such fans? Hint: her 
name is very much like one of Harry’s 
near relatives.                                       + 

 

Parish record 

      Withdrawn from membership: 
           David and Karen Pascale 

http://gmail.com/
mailto:dseifert66@yahoo.com
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The  Last  Word . . .  . 

The Holy Cross  Moments have been coming at me thick and fast in the last few weeks.  I 
come home from church every week exhausted, and not just because I never sleep well on 
Saturday nights (even after all these years in this racket).  Education in advanced age is ex-
pensive. Maybe that’s why so many old people resist change; it just wears them out.  Thank 
God we have no such old people at HC, and haven’t for some time.  I was telling one of 
our new members just last week about the sainted Marian Currie, our long-time matriarch, 
who ran the Altar Guild with an iron hand (in a lovely velvet glove).  When she heard that 
our then-organist’s husband wanted to join the Guild, she wrote a post for the Herald ex-
pressing her delight that a man was the newest member.  Ever since women were allowed to 
be ordained, she said, she had felt that the Guild, in turn, ought to be open to men.  
 

You smile, but that gender-distinction was real – as a ploy to keep me out of holy orders, an 
awful old rector once offered me membership in his altar guild. (If you think I have trouble 
being a priest, just imagine the chaos I could produce as member of an altar guild.) But I’m 
writing this on the feast-day of Martha and Mary of Bethany, the 45th anniversary of the il-
legal ordination of the first women priests in our Church, and marveling both that it took 
so long, and that it happened at all; and wondering how different my own life might have 
been if it had happened 15 years earlier when I first knew that this was my vocation….  
 

But, to resume the subject – my continuing education from all the new folks.  What might 
be the weirdest thing about it is how different they are not from the rest of us.  They get 
here and seem to just slide into what is evidently ‘the place prepared for them from the 
foundation of the world’ as Jesus says, just as if they had been grafted into this place’s DNA. 
This month’s ‘moments’ are all about  them.   
 

One happened last week as Chris and I (after lots of help from other newbies MaryAnn and 
Rich) were putting the church back together after its dismantling for the Erie Philharmonic 
the previous week.  Chris, who used to clean professionally, was polishing everything in the 
chancel to within an inch of its life, and we were standing by the organ discussing how nice 
it would be to have a harpsichord to play for Abby’s Bach and Handel solos the next day.  
Chris looked up to the ceiling and said clearly and distinctly, ‘We could really use a harpsi-
chord here,’ and then leapt over toward the piano, ‘just in case’, he said, ‘one came down 
on us right now.’  It’s always wise to take precautions, of course; but the harpsichord may 
come to us through a slightly more conventional channel.  Bill has a friend who collects an-
tique musical instruments, and is now hot on the trail of a harpsichord.  He 
thinks it would be a huge laugh for HC to get a genuine antique, many-thou- 
sand-dollar harpsichord donated by a gay, ex-Mormon atheist; and Bill has as-               
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sured him that if he does this he will be obliged to bring the thing here in person and find 
out how this place welcomes gay, ex-Mormon atheists who come bearing harpsichords. 
 

See what I mean?  This kind of thing can really wear out a senior citizen.  Then there are 
the new website and Facebook page, also Chris-projects, and the fact that these spaces need 
lots of new photographs.  But wait: Tiffany just happens to be a professional photographer, 
and is already hard at work producing the ones we need. And then there’s Marydawn, who 
isn’t even a member, just Catherine’s sister (so maybe Catherine is the one who gets credit 
for her?) who comes to us when she can, and just happened to be at the brunch table while 
Jane was telling us that Corey is now in the way of a possible appointment to the Naval Ac-
ademy  (go, Corey!)  However, what is in his way is algebra, with which he is struggling and 
could possibly make good use of the services of a mechanical engineer who has already tu-
tored several students in this field of her expertise (go, Marydawn!).  When I left this con-
versation, they were exchanging addresses…. 
 

And then there is our need to make ourselves known in this town where  
people still say, ‘What’s an Episcopalian?’ and ‘Where is that church?’– and  
so the Erie Phil comes to town and needs a place to rehearse and possibly  
perform; and we are bosom buddies with the Managing Director (last seen behind a marim-
ba in our memorable Erie Chamber Orchestra performance of ‘Sounds of the Silents’) – 
and so we end up as a sponsor of their gig in Gibson Park, with our name and logo right 
out there with the big spenders and the Main Street neighbors.  And, continuing the musi-
cal motif, just as we’re trying to re-establish the choir, who should show up but golden-
voiced Abby, between degrees in vocal performance.  We may have her as a regular for only 
a few more weeks, but she’ll be back, and when she comes back, it will be our responsibility 
to see that there is a real choir here to accompany that golden voice.   
 

And those are just the ‘moments’ from the new members.  The old ones keep trundling 
along offering their own daily miracles that I don’t have space for right now (the birthday 
party last week remains fresh in the – still mildly stunned – memory).  The number of 
things this place offers to be grateful for is so mind-boggling that I have to pick and choose; 
but their time will come again too. I’d say that it’s enough to make somebody want to re-
tire, just for a little peace and quiet; but then I wouldn’t be around to find out what’s going 
to happen next.  Thanks to all of you, old and new.  Thanks to God for all of you.  ‘What’s 
your “brand”?’, the bishop asks.  Joy, I guess, sheer joy.  It just keeps on coming – our 
‘brand’; our defense against the darkness whose forces seem so powerful in the world just 
now; and the sign of Christ’s presence among us.                                        Carol        + 
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+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 
          51 West Main Street 

          North East, PA 16428 
 
 

         
 

 

 

   The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street, North East 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679 or on the Web at 
www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online – just send your e-mail address to 
us via the ‘contact’ function on our website. Whoever you are, the Episcopal Church wel-
comes you!  We seek to worship God in openness, charity and joy, and serve our neighbors 
near and far.
 

Weekly Calendar 
 

Sunday  8:30 & 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist 
         11:30 am    -    Coffee and fellowship     
       Parish Brunch  (third Sunday of month) 
 

Monday  8 pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
               open meeting         Downstairs lounge                    
 

Friday  6 pm – Supper /study /service 
                                            Parish hall upstairs 
 Saturday (third)  
10 am   Craft Group           Parish hall upstairs  
 

 

 

In this issue….. 

AA news                                             p. 2 
Adopt a student                                  p. 1 
Birthdays                                             p. 1 
Calendar                                             p. 1 
Cherry Festival update                        p. 3 
Coming attractions                             p. 3 
Parish record                                       p. 3 
Prayer list                                         Insert 
Service list                                        Insert 
Thanks                                                p. 1 
Treasurer’s report                               p. 2 
Warden’s words                                  p. 2 
Wine Festival news                             p. 3 

http://www.holycrossne.org/
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in our prayers….            (Please help keep prayer list up to date.) 
Healing: the poor, the persecuted, all who suffer; David, Reid, Roland, Sue, Walter, Martha, Janet, Jim, Bill, 
Katie, Carlo, Gloria, Ian, Juanita, Dale, John, Joseph, Jason, Mia,  Nels, Gianna, Peggy, Gayle, Dan, Susie, Jane, 
Amber, John and Becky, Chris, Owen, Catherine, Ron, Ken, Jim, Scott, Yasmine, Bill;  refugees, prisoners and all 
who are in danger; for Corey, Danny, Morgan, Keith, Chris, Zach, Harrison, Cara, Cordell, David, Jennifer, Ryan 
and Jade, Justin and all in our armed forces; and for all the hungry, homeless, unemployed, enslaved, addicted, 
abused, lonely, bereaved or afraid                                               Our church:  Our mission, leaders and ministries   
Our national leaders; the United Nations; the Middle East, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Africa, Central and South 
America; people in war, terror and disaster                                       Students and teachers going back to school 
                                             
 

                                                                                    

                     August Service List                   

                                     

                                    
                                       AUGUST 4                 AUGUST 11                  AUGUST 18                  AUGUST 25             

  

Altar guild         Anne Bardol               Debby Seifert                 Deb Huck               Joanne Hopkins                                               
 

Greeters                                        -                  Volunteers        -                                                                     
 

Acolytes                                                        -         Lisa Furey and staff       - 
 

Lector                       Julie Creed               Anne Bardol                 Donna Fuller                Deb Huck                           
  

Chalice                     Anne Bardol               Lisa Furey                   Anne Bardol                  Lisa Furey                     
             
Coffee                     Joanne Hopkins            Jane Jones                     BRUNCH                     volunteer           

   

Tellers                 Huck/Hopkins           Seifert /Beach              volunteer /Creed             Furey /Jones  
           
Trash                                                                        Nick and Tiffany Keith                     
 

                                    -                    Many thanks to all who volunteer for these important jobs!        -     
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